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e NICD 24 hr *hotline’ receives call from MSF :
outbreak of cholera at Beit Bridge
16 cases of acute watery diarrhoea reported in
MSF clinic, Musina ~ National and Limpopo
Dept of Health and WHO notified laboratory
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December 2008 .....Local cholera
transmission in Limpopo
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Outbreak response teams activated

January 2009... sewerage spills into Mpumalanga rivers

INSIDE SA'S HIDDEN CHOLERA CRISIS

In death’s shadow

® Thousands forced to ® Tents in parking ground @ Health officials won't
drink from mfectctl !wer as hospital overflows anser questluns
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“Kruger Park rivers positive for cholera included the Crocodile,
Olifants, Shingwedzi and the Luvuvhu rivers. The park's vets and
scientists confirmed that there was no risk to any animals, including
marine life, since the cholera strain only affected humans’. Dr Mabunda
says ‘ no risk to tourists’
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For the penod 1 November 2008 o 19 Febrary
2009, South Afca has reporied 10 979 cases of
cholera including 57 deaths (CFR = 0.52%). Of
these, 964 cases (9%) have been laboratory-
confirmed. Cases have been reporied fom all 9
provinces (Table) with the majority occuming in
Limpopo (4%, 4586/10079) and Mpumalanga
(56%, 6101/10979) provinces.

districts via local transmission. The karge oufbreak in
Mpumatanga Province was confirmed in Ehlanzeni
district in the second week of January 2009 following
the investigation of a cluster of deaths in adults due
1o savers dehydration and an increase in cases of
dianhoea reported at health care facdiies. The
number of new cases is now deciining in both of the
above-mentoned provinces
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Health department clueless about killer virus, but tells the public:

‘Don’t panic’




Lusaka October 2008
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BSL.4 I.aboratory NICD, Johannesbur

‘New Arenaviru

Proposed new name:
« LUSAKA —JOHANNESBURG
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Guinea, Liberia, Sierra
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‘[ 300 000 - 500 000
cases per annum

5000 deaths

Up to 80% of cases are
asymptomatic
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