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Namibia’s CBNRM Programme

•Namibia 823,679 km²

Conservancies: Integrating Wildlife Land-Use 
Options Into The Livelihood, Development, 
and Conservation Strategies of Namibian 

Communities
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Legal Basis of Conservancies

Government gazette
Of the

Republic of Namibia
N$1.20 Windhoek - 17 June 1996 No. 1333

contents

Government Notice Page

No. 151Promulgation of Nature Conservation Amendment Act, 1996 (Act 5
0f 1996), of the Parliament ………………………………………………. 1

Rights granted:

* Rights of Ownership over huntable game 
* Rights to revenues from the Sale of Game or Game 

Products
* Rights to Tourism.

Registration Rate of Communal 
Conservancies
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Area under Communal Conservancies

>30 emerging = app. 50000 km2

29 registered conservancies
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R egistered Communal
Conservancies

  1 Sa la mba la
  2 Wupar o
  3 Kwan du
  4 Mayu ni
  5 Mash i
  6 Uu kwaluud hi
  7 Mar ie nfluss
  8 Orup emb e
  9 Sa nitata s
 10  Pu rro s
 11  Se sfont ein
 12  Okangu nd umba
 13  Ozondu ndu
 14  Eh irivopuk a
 15  Oma tende ka
 16  An abeb
 17  #Khoad i Hôas
 18  Tor ra
 19  //Huab
 20  Uibasen  Twyfelf ontein
 21  Doro !nawas
 22  So rris Sor ris
 23  Otjimbo yo
 24  Tsiseb
 25  N#a- Jaqna
 26  Nyae Nyae
 27  Oskop
 28  !Khob ! Naub
 29  //Gam aseb

Reg istered Commun al Conservan cies
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Committees Representing Diverse Communities

>60 Communities mobilized into 
representative governance bodies
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Game Population Trends In NW 
Conservancies
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Namibia National CBNRM Programme 
2002 - Benefits

Namibian National CBNRM Programme 2002 - Benefits
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Conservancy Non-Financial Benefits  

NR-based Household/Wage Income

Conservancy / Enterprise Committee Income 
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Constraints
• Subsidized agriculture sector, places wildlife 
& tourism at competitive disadvantage

• Veterinary restrictions that have fragmented 
wildlife migration routes, reduced populations 
& limited access to markets

• Uncoordinated policies & legislation

• Decision-making paradigm

Case Study: Nyae Nyae Conservancy 
And Kaudom National Park
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Nyae Nyae Conservancy & Kaudom National 
Park – A Case Study:

Wildlife
movement BOTSWANA

Veterinary Quarantine Fence

Wildlife
movement

Wildlife
movement BOTSWANA

Veterinary Quarantine Fence

Ju/’Hoansi San Residents of Nyae Nyae

• Highly marginalized society

• Low literacy level

• High unemployment

• Extreme poverty
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Size: 903000 ha

Date Registered: Feb. 1998

Residents: 2000 Ju’hoansi San

Livelihoods: Hunter-Gatherers with subsistence Agriculture

Average Income per Household: N$1,039/yr

Nyae Nyae Conservancy 
Demographics

Nyae Nyae Conservancy Activities
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Nyae Nyae Conservancy Impacts

• Increased game populations

• Increased income

• Increased employment

• Improved livelihoods

• Empowered San community

Nyae Nyae Conservancy Trophy Hunting 
Income: 1998 - 2002
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Nyae Nyae Conservancy Stocking Rate 
Versus Carrying Capacity
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Opportunities for Nyae Nyae 
Conservancy

• Increased wildlife populations will lead to:

Ø Expanded trophy hunting operations

Ø Expanded tourism opportunities

Ø Enhanced crafts marketing

Ø Enhanced availability of game meat

• Relaxation of veterinary restrictions will allow:

Ø Entrance into high-value game industry
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Projected Tons of Harvestable Game Meat 
Nyae Nyae Conservancy: 1998-2015

Potential Meat Supply
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Nyae Nyae Conservancy High-Value Wildlife 
Species

•Southern Savanna Buffalo
Syncerus caffer

•Roan Antelope
Hippotraggus equinus
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Nyae Nyae Conservancy Current and 
Projected Benefits: 2002 - 2015
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Conclusion

• Substantial progress made to date

• But, only fraction of potential achieved

• Achievement of potential will require:

Ø Recognition of wildlife as valid land-use
Ø Relaxation of veterinary control regulations
Ø Change in decision-making paradigm

Ø Competent management: water, game, etc.
Ø Coordinated conservancy/park management


